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News from the Management Committee  
 
Covid update 

A few members have reported positive tests and players that may have been infected due to close proximity have 
been notified. However, these numbers have thankfully remained low. Please note, the club will not be divulging the 
names of any members that test positive, however we ask that anyone returning a positive test, who has been to the 
club when potentially infectious, please let Danny Ravn know. 

August congress 

Our August Congress is now upon us. Please make sure you help us keep our reputation as a very generous supplier 
of food and bring some goodies each day that you are playing. Anything gluten free and/or dairy free is always very 
welcome (please label it as GF or DF if you do this!) Please also consider volunteering for kitchen duties, even if just 
for an hour or so over the weekend. It is very true that many hands make light work. 

Soup night 

The club will hold a soup night on Wednesday, 10 August, at a total cost of $10 for soup, condiments and bridge, 
starting at 6pm. Two sessions will be run: one for novice players and one for more experienced ones. Please enter 
via the red book, this is just so the club knows how many will be turning up for the warming soup. 

Club AGM 

The club’s AGM is scheduled for September, and nominations for all positions are open. Getting involved in the 
running of the club is a great way to get to know some other members better and can, sometimes, even be a lot of 
fun! 

 

Latest Promotions 

National Master:  Tom Peacock 
Bronze Regional Master: Kathy McDonell  
Silver Local Master:  Janet Timmins 
Club Master:   Elizabeth Calder and Sue Craig 
Graduate Master:  Catherine Ferrari and Rhonda Hulshoff 
 
 

What do you do when someone revokes? 

First, call the Director! The Director is there to make sure rules are followed and equity restored. However, once 
you’ve called the Director, it is not good form to start arguing with them! If you disagree with a ruling made by a 
Director, there are other avenues for appeal. Arguing with the Director is not one of them. 
 
The most contentious issue tends to be when a revoke has been made and established. Bridge is quite possibly the 
only sport/game where the vast majority of those playing really don’t know the rules. However, the Directors do. 
 
The rules state that, under normal circumstances, the trick won on the revoke and one further trick (should 
additional tricks be won) are transferred to the non-offending side. However. if a player revokes, it does not mean 
that a trick is automatically handed to the opposition. For example, a player might revoke (and not win the trick) and 
then the partnership fails to win any subsequent tricks. The player is not penalised for having revoked. It made no 
difference to the outcome of the hand. 
 
So, next time your opponent revokes, call the Director and then accept their ruling, for they will know better than 
you. (Thanks, Sue, for raising this issue!) 
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SPBC Winter Pairs 

 

 

 

 

 

Improving your bridge 

I have recently witnessed several players, having made a pre-emptive bid, make a further bid, normally with 
disastrous (and well deserved) results. 

Bridge is a partnership game. You and your partner are supposed to be there for each other! Therefore, once you’ve 
told your partner what you have in your hand, leave the decision-making up to them. When it comes to making a 
pre-emptive bid, you “must” never bid again unless your partner tells you to. Here are some examples: 

1. You open 3H, passed around to your right hand opponent, who bids 3S. Looking closely at your hand, you 
note that you don’t have any spades, so you bid 4H… 

No. You told your partner what you had. If you had a hand worth a 4H bid, you should have done it in the 
first place. And, if partner thought 4H was a good contract, they would have bid 4H themselves. 

2. You open a weak 2H. The next person overcalls 3C, and your partner bids 3H. The next player bids 4C. Can 
you now bid 4H? 

The answer is an emphatic NO. Your partner’s 3H bid was NOT invitational, it was just competitive. It is up to 
partner to decide whether to bid over 4C. S/he may want to penalise them! 

3. You open 3C and your partner bids 3S. Do you bid? 

This time, you must bid! Your partner has told you to bid. S/he wants you to either a) bid 4S with two or 
three-card support in spades, or 3NT without support. Partner will have a big hand looking for game (at 
least). 

The club winter pairs were 
recently held over two 
Wednesdays. The winners 
were Marnie Leybourne and 
Nick Cantatore, with Jessica 
Chew and David Matthews 
placing second. In equal third 
place were Se-Moi Loh and 
Tomoko Nakamatsu, along 
with Ian Bailey and David 
Dale. 
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A few interesting hands 

South Perth Bridge Club members were well represented at the recent Melville Congress. Round 5 contained several 
hands of an instructive nature for improving players: 

 

Board 10 
Dealer: E 
Vul: Both 

♠ K  
♥ A J 8 7 
♦ A Q 4  
♣ A K Q 4 3 

 

♠ A J 9 8 7 6 
♥ K Q 3 
♦ K 3  
♣ 8 5 

 
N 

W       E 
S 

♠ T 3 
♥ T 9 6 5 4  
♦ J 6 
♣ J 9 6 2 

 ♠ Q 5 4 2 
♥ 2 
♦ T 9 8 7 5 2 
♣ T 7  

 

 

At our table, the bidding was: 

East South West North 

Pass Pass 1S X 

Pass 2D 2S 3C 

All pass    

 

It appears that the bidding was similar at many tables, as we only picked up one imp from N/S missing their cold 
games in 3NT or 5C, or their slam in 6D. 

North had 23 points. Doubling an opening bid, followed by bidding a suit, should be 100% forcing, so South should 
have taken further action, such as bidding 3D to show more diamonds than the initial, forced, bid of 2D. 

However, North’s 3C bid was also timid (despite expecting partner to bid again). North could have bid 3S, the 
opponents’ suit, which would obviously be forcing and would be asking for a stopper for No Trump. South could then 
bid 3NT holding the spade Queen. 

 

Board 14 

♠ A 4 
♥ A K T 6 5 2 
♦ A 5  
♣ K Q J 

 
W       E 

 

♠ J T 8 6 
♥ J 7 4  
♦ T 4 
♣ 8 7 6 4 

 

Partner took no chances on this one. Holding the West hand, she opened a game force 2C, rebidding 2H after my 
negative 2D. I raised to 4H. By bidding 2C, partner told me she wanted to be in game, so it didn’t matter that I held 
only two points! My immediate bid of 4H told partner that I had “nothing”. If I had had, say, an Ace, I would have bid 
3H to tell partner my hand might be useful in case she wanted to look for slam.  

Close to half of the field was not in this cold game. 
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Board 15 

♠ 6 5 
♥ A K 8 7 4 3 
♦ T 8  
♣ J 6 2 

 
W       E 

 

♠ A J 8 4 2 
♥ J   
♦ A 3 
♣ A K Q T 3 

 

The field did not fare well on this hand, either. West opened a weak two in hearts. What should East do? Eight Easts 
figured 3NT was the place to play, and they did manage to make nine tricks, thanks to West’s club Jack. One tried 
6NT with no success and two thought playing in their spade suit would be better (it wasn’t). 

The remaining eight Easts quite rightly calculated that 4H was the best contract and they all made 10 or 11 tricks 
(one or two imps better than the making 3NT, and 10 imps better than a spade contract). 

East should make the following consideration: The East hand holds five quick tricks, so only five more tricks are 
needed. The heart Jack might even be a useful card if declarer holds, say, A Q T x x x. No trump should never be 
considered, as West has said they are WEAK and are only promising six hearts. West may offer no tricks in no trump, 
and there may be no entry to West either! 


